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Mystery Lost Golf Balls Solved and a
Wonderful Garden Discovered by a

Of

Boy
or the

Dirty
HE was a MMB hif 9MMd Ottta

I Trwaata I say t iMeanae ha b
feed or because H aft k eid long afo

but just because tints the props way to bogin a
atoigr of elves Gid was a poor boy whose clothes
were patched and faded that he was a
dirty boy

Be wouldnt wash his neck mornings nor clean
his and when he thought of taking a
bath he shivered all over bttt he would go in swim-
ming four tines a day when it was warm enough
Gid said he couldnt see the me of bathing

His poor mother had a dreadful time with him
trying to keep him clean enough to be recognized
and she always succeed either for there were
tunes when she passed him on the street without
knowing he was her son so dirty was his face

She tired just on the outskirts of Milltown in a
little cottage that was so old and stormbeaten that
its weatherboards were as gray as of an
old dead tree but she was always as neat at apin and therefore she a deep pain at tieAU U of hiring a son who was called Dirty Gid

own companions
In vain she reasoned with him clad tried to show

him how much happier he would he with clean neck
eats and Gid couldnt see it and when shescrubbed him with sandsoap he writhed andgroaned as if he were by IndiansMy hew he hated soap

Of course if you wish I will tell you what had
mad hiss so averse to washing but I dont think

will explanation It was
use when he was his fond mother
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used to wash him just as if she were scrubbing the
front

It seemed to Gid that his skin was simply being
rubbed off on layers when she got at him with soap
and stiff and sometimes he used to wonder

she didnt boil him as she did the cloths in the
Monday washing

known only once what it was to be gently
handled and was when Miss Gurney washed
his hands and face one Hay when he had been hit
by a stone and had fainted He never forgot the
feel of the smooth soft hands that gently laved his
forehead with water and scented soap He
thrilled than oace when he recalled the tender
pressure of her fingers upon his blackened hands
and be wondered why his mother who loved him
dearly couldnt use the same method of washing
boys

this story tills you how h was eked of
being dirty

Gid sometimes acted as for the golf play
ers upon the Wee Highball Links A caddy is a

who carries a leather brag of sticks putters
cleats clinkers spuds fowlers

and martinspikes which are the different names
I understand for the shinnysticks Used in the
game

Besides this the caddy hunts for lost balls and
instructs the Gid used to gel a Quar-
ter of a dollar for a half day of this sort f thing
and he was very fond of the work I think it safe
to assert that no hoy on the Wee Highball Links
was quicker at finding stray balls than and but he
was of enraged at hearing remark made tbooi
the grimy edition of his face and hands

a fastidious player refused his Cervices
leather

see niarks on
them Yet he never once thought of appearing in a
now character that of a dean face

So after a time when most of the in the
village came to know of the moneymaking chances-
at the links Gid was to by and iCeth m chosen instead of bwMfctf a small
uuLober of the players still preferred the dirty boy

safe to find t balls Yet this
ber was indeed go weal he rarely was employed and be used to grrt teeth as lay ivthegrass watching the lads who were earningquarters and slyly laughing at Dirty Gid mtssjug all these good chances

One day 3dr Britton the eminent publisher who
was a nice chunky man with a kind face sad who
was the expert player in the Wee Highball
Links advised Gid to home and hold hi headunder the for a Coming from anold friend tiU hurt the boy more all the gibes
of his eomr unions or his mothers pleadings andhe walked a iv with quiveruif iii

Why is Nfrybody so stuck on being clean herisked him as h looked at his grimy knucklesI feel jus good when Im I cant see
differe it makes as long aa I like it Itsjust the same ij people liking v ar Llfik-

rlotbes instead o v iL clotlics ai tu ly me
He stole away and hid in a thick of thorny

i iushes which had beeu eut down and h-

ive way to bitter teas furrowed ruts down-
s cheek until he resembled a painted Tndisin
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detOy a white gotten whi fd p
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the boy and the player came hunting for it
he did not help or even tell them where it had gone
so mad was ho but when they gave it in disgust
he soon found the little ball and sat down again re

r r

t
be aaw

When

paid ten
cents each for balls found on the links

It was shady and cool among thethorny bushes
and he rested his back against a tail flat stone and

a time he dozed The ball slipped from his
hand and rolled away in the thin grass When he
opened his eyes he almost jumped out of his skin

before him stood three tiny men one of
whom was holding the golf ball in his arms as a
boy hold a watermelon and three were
disputing as to whom it belonged

I tell you said in a thin voice I tell you
I saw it first and was making for when the garter
snake name toward me so its mine

Tt tut and also fudge likewise bosh cried
another in a deep growl I saw it roll from the

to for ransom as the dub

it

snlved

the

cue

boys hand and was merely waiting until he snored
when I was going to make way with it So by all
rights it is wipe P

You may dispute all day you two said the one
who bejd the ball aa elf with a beard that touched
the ground I got it I have it and Pm going to

it and thats argument P
But you already eleven and I have only

six the first elf Its not four and I
pretest P

Protest all please but that wont give you
the replied the bearded one J need sH can
get

Dog gone if that dont explain where all the lost
hells have got to exclaimed Gid aloud as he and

sat up straight against the rock
TIle eyes the air in surpris fejr tiny

all thought he was sound asleep 1
do you do with esk4 the boy

before they had recovered
Make punch bowls of them replied the bearded

elf after a pause We cut in
Td like to taste some of that punch said Old

It must be pretty fine P
Permit me to offer you some the bearded elf

said as be produced a tiny flask and held it to-
ward Gid

You may have it all Theres PST more down
below

Gid merely meant to taste the strange stuff but
it all slipped his throat it and
it tasted blackberries he remembered
Rip Yen Winkle and how he had slept for twenty
years after drinking with the little men
mountain shivered for he felt that some-
thing was hppening to hiw already

Queer ran up his legs
an a arms and his eyes grew blurred and hen every
thing faded swayl

When be came to his senses he found binself
being drawn along through complete darkness and
with his arms so that he could not move
them That he was going downward was very ap
going he could get no idea

After a space be was able to see that he was ap-
proaching a light of some sort and soon he saw

he was being hurried along i sort of narrow
tunnel not touch larger than his body and toward an

but when he reached what he supposed waT
the opening it turned out to be a space a
sort of elfin hall illuminated from above by a faint
starry light which showed that hc waa surrounded
by dozens of the little men

HP could that his arm were tied with topes
made of grass The elves about him eager
ly examining him and showing great excitement

are you to do with asked one
of them

We will find a use for him replied one of his
raptors laughing Its a long time since we lad a
mortal slave you reoleiober

It isindeeu I It must be several hundred years
We have a slave Hurrah shouted all of them

and they danced about in glee
But well have to feed him Ifo must eat re

woke up ante of the older elves

the son of the miller
It kePt us busy stealing bread and fruit all thetrm i and I think it wasrarcrly uorrb whita
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mind We wiiad oat se m way to
him Ko doubt in the experimental fields we
find things that mortals may cat Mud surely
will be the best way to find out how those experi
ments have succeeded t aid a very tincient elf

t
tsar

dressed in red leather We dont know yet what Wthe me of all Hieromathus done
h shouted another elf

P r replied pnctors He qrust be cleaned
But how do you ckaa toeople r asked a tiny being

no taller thou ones

water P
Nol no indeed chorus all of themshuddering

move w y of killing a eat than by Aek
Cotter

bleat h a carpet and get most of e4frt of
that

Fine Splendid ideaJ shouted tthe crowd of
elves and hurried away for rods with which
to beat the boy Soon these arrived and in a twink
hae they began to belabor the dirty Old on all sides
making the dirt fly in such clouds that they were all
almost slaked At first Gid laughed but after a

was m tonaent as and fell as steady as
win s

he began to JH ia his but that
made not tho slightest difference to his tormenters
they kept on as if he were perfectly silent
until t when he seemed to s d tingle
from head to foot they stopped and to elfaid i-

Ther I Hes about clean a of us I sup
pose Now loosen his bonds and let sit P

Gid could scarcely lift himselfj but at lest set
and said

Thats m mean trick I never dtd r harmP
None your impudence ehontedTtbe chief

We will mow take JQ to our solid what ha

will to you that will thfek that
beating was mere play

Gid of course lead all sorts of elves
aud wa sse4 of that they
could anything they wished by utter
lug some word and therefore he resolved to
say nothing but by patience and good nature try to

good will so when he was told o rise and
fellow them to the king he obeyed in silence

Hit back ached aud his face seemed quite raw
when he touched it but he marched along a

now bending almost double to avoid scraping
sore against the roof and now walking

erect where the passage was lofty enough until t
last they reached a talldomed vault where on a
crystal throne sat the elf king with a white beard
ten feet

Ha At last said the monarch wben the boy
stood before him I now have another slave This
is a great comfort

But will your majesty do with him in
quired a misshapen creature beside the kings

Y have no use for a slave like that
We will give him employment P spoke up aft

other elf who can be kept
busy lopping off the roots that are growing
into room and that will be well worth the
trouble for they are pestering us very much as they
are too high to reach easily

him to work at once cried the king
much relieved So Gid was conducted to the gold
room whose the elves had stored such an amount of
that precious metal that it dazzled Gid eyes to
look at t even iu the iKn light thut seemed to
gleam

foe was given a knife and he went to work
lopping off the roots that penetrated the roof of the

After he had removed all of them ho was
led to another cavern where some mouWy bread
was handed to bUn Hy i ic Lcd
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Say loop hire I oant et this ri JMfehe Cant you get me some
Thats till we could ef pe

guards Wharf tho matter with
Its mouldy thats what Youre a five bunch of

elves if thats the best you can do with all your
magic and charms P N

Lets take him to old Hieromathafts experi-
mental farm suggested the court fool
never been of use to anybody since he sftofped
playing at gardening like any mortal

We that cried the king I am
positive that there are many mo-
rtal eat

60 Gid was conducted to a great wide hall
lighted apparently a sort of eleetrio light that
was as as sunshine only it name front be-
neath instead of above and there Ire earaa the
floor and even the walls were green wita said
foliage of all sorts Here he
fruits and vegetables growing

Yep may help yourself tp anything you aisle
here said one of the elves I not just how
these things are to be eaten but you must find oat
for yourself Everything here is just as HJore-
mathns left it after spending in
with the things that grow above groom

The elves left Gid here and he to
the strange underground garden with great interest
which soon changed to astonishment when he dis-
covered its many wonders First he found that the
encumbers that grew there in profusion were actual-
ly pickles It was only by eating several that he
convinced himself that this was so and then
went further to find that there was cooked
and pieplant sticking up out of the While
he was an elf appeared beside
him an elf who was quivering eagerness and
who instantly cried

Ha You are eating my stuff It is tfl Hghtt
Have I succeeded

What do you asked Gid with a moot
of

Iam the elf HieromathoB and I am the one who
merit all experiments but I haw never ted a

to test as we never eat Here you will
Sod ell manner of new ideas in aH

hy myself rand I do hope you will soy that I
have aucosedtd P-

As far as Ive its great replied tilL Do
you mean to tear that you can sally make cooped
things grow f
but are they tasty and the boutreplied HieromaUius eagerly

See be added an ear of swept cam P
Gid tasted the hot corn to mnd it perfect aj

though just torn from the stalk
Gee This is 9 great idea and it will evolution

ize the gardening business
Thats what I have claimed but they laughed at

shouted the elf I said the worth would
never hate us again if we could benefit them some
such manner

But mortals dont hate elves I said Gid On the
contrary we regard them with the very kindest
feelings-

I will tell the king that you said so but let me
show you some more of my inventions Here an
oyster plant which as you know on earth merely
tastes something like an oyster perhaps but under
my careful it grows raw fried steamed-
or roast oysters themselves Taste one please

Gid was astonished to find the ef was right The
oyster which fee plucked from a stalk was exactly
like a fresh bivalve and when ho had tasted fried
and roast oysters he danced with glee as did the elf
also Then he ate some fried potatoes that grew
just like loaves beneath whi h hung the boiled
potatoes in clusters suiokiji hot and tLea caw
baked beans

Cooked mushrooms covered the soil beneath the
steaming onion and cabbage plants which gave forth-
a strong odor that made him homesick suggesting
a it did corned beef and taMuure Salad grew
ready dressed let vUuutjliuii each with
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its own flavor as if prepared by a flnishe4 and
Gid was compelled to the old splendid

skillThe spinach mo the most and the
elf It as though Pd never get it right but

KCAl And I had a difficulty with the
flower but just look at that prepared horseradish

my catsup plants
The catsup canoe in tiny newers or

pitcaerplants and was delicious indeed hat what
would you say to a plant that was Iliad with real
custard That was shown next to the astonished
Gid and he almost shouted with as be tasted-
it Then Hieromathus revealed further wonders
Hitre was a bush filled with hot cxullejES here a
pretzel plant and yonder a small tree covered with

Everything that naturally comes from a voCeij tai can be grown here perfectly I have learned
ttte wise old elf Now here you see lea I have

improved upon nature end perfected greater
growth This I esasider my greatest triumph

Here we have the animal and the vegetable king-
dom combined in one This is the eommom milk
weed but instead of a nasty white juice is
used to cure warts it gives a flow of real Pray
taste

GW did so and was surprised to fad fiiaS it waa
indeed genuine milk

Why our fortune is made he cre4 forgetting
that he was a prisoner

Really do you think Hiero
mathus eagerly Will the mortals wefooasjo my dis-
coveries

In a minute i cried Gid Just snow me how to
get out of here some samples o thinga
and we can have anything we

Thats easy replied the elf We are
now immediately under the garden of Widow Tru-
man

Thats my mother interrupted Old
Well it will be little trouble to make a opening

here above us and thus go forth
But the elves will attack me P reclaimed theboy

Pshaw Theyre quite
Why theres enough of them to o

easily said Old
Not if wet yourself They dare not touch

water for they fear it will wJiich is an
elfin delusion aa Ive proved it when wftennf these
plants Water hurts nobody-

If theres water near here Id like same to
drink and to wash myself too as I am covered with
snot and oobwebs from your plants and thugs P
said Gid

Follow meP said Hieromathus and he led him
to two scorn springs warm and the ether cold
Here Old drank then bathed much te his relief
wondering did so why he hat appre-
ciated a balk before Then he heard a noise
and started up at tried

They are any at us

9 re there they were and due faa
iris to the pools but when Gid shook dxtmrof water
at them and when N pursued
th n back to the kings ball they sH bowed
before him and

The king offered him heaps of gold if he would
leave but Gid made a long speech i whisk be
showed the elfi monarch all the advantages of beia
friendly with the people of the upper earth and sw
they all wont to to dig a tunnel up to hjs
mothers garden

There he planted the seeds of the wonderful
plants raised by flier om a thus and w bithe aid of
the elf Gid produced all manner of adfcsit vege-
tables greatly benefiting mankind a a eju
riching immensely but the grcatajat beneti
was the fact that the elvos rendered
to others beside themselves

It was ue small matter of course to mow psttap
kins seasoned sad cooked ready for the pie or egjr
plants sliced and fried but have the rood will oi
the elves is I think far more important although-
I dont believe as many do that theso

people ever steal babfu and substitute
their own This I am quite sure a fable invented
by those people of ancient tinges who ignorantly

tormented all elves be ause they
feared and hated them

Hieromathus who lives with Gid n v ad always
laughs when Gid goes but room every
morning tells zae that the rvi always beeu
the most timid and peaceful creatures on earth n i

I believe him yet I still think some magic must
have ben used to change Dirty Gid into the clean
and shinyfaced boy whom I see driving about or
playing golf oat the Wee Hisrhhall Tink dnv
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